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I don't think Eﬁ%€2kﬁ£ nt ne%‘rdtlnB systen
is of any value,

I 21so den't think a rnore detailed rating
system will re any better- as it will L "% fthe
c¢itlldren just what to watch , if mom % dad aren't
home, I'm rainfng teens % I8m constantly turning
off offensime programs., But when I'm not home-
what am I suppose to do ? They will watch the
programs Jjust for the sexual content.

I really object to programming that is pushing
the 1limits, like NYPD Blue., It won't be long

before nudity is accepted on TV if you don't do your
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March 1997

Chairman Reed Hundt and FCC Commissioners

c/o Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Sereet N.W.. Room 222

Washington, DC 20354 DOCKET FILE COPY ORIGINAL

)

I am (we are) writing on behalf of the National PTA and the / (léé,wc?uncil. dis-
trict, or state PTA) to voice my (our) opposition to the v-chip ratiig’system as presented by Jack
Valenti, Chair of the TV Rating Implementanon Group. on January 17,1997. The rating symbol on

the TV screen does not provide sutficient content mtormation so that parents can make decisions
about what is appropriate TV programmuing tor their children. Major surveys released this fall which
demonstrate overwhelming parent ~reference for 1 rating system that gives parents information about
the content of programs were conducted by the National PTA, U S. News and World Report, and Media
Studies Center/Roper. Parents do not want the TV industry to interpret what is best for their chil-
dren. Parents want to make those choices themselves based on content information about the program.

Any rating system witheut content descriptions on the screen and publicized in periodicals thac carry
TV scheduling is useless.

Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners:

RE: CS Docket No. 97-55, FCC 97-34

The FCC, by law, is required to determine whether the industry’s rating system has met statutory
requirements of the Telecommunications Act of 1996. I (we) do not believe this system does so and
ask that the FCC not approve the industry rating system. Instead, we request the following:

* That under no circumstances should the FCC approve the industry’s rating system. Further, the FCC
should accept no rating system that does not include content information about programs such asV
(for violence), S (for sexual depiction and nudity) and L (for language);

* That the FCC require a V-chip band broad enough that would allow parents to receive more than
one rating system; '

* That the rating icon on the TV screen be made larger, more prominently placed on the screen, and
appear more frequendy during the course ot a program;

+ That the rating board be independent of the industry and the FCC and that it include parents; and

+ That any rating system approved by the FCC be evaluated by independent research to determine if
it meets the needs ot parents. «

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on an issue so important to children and families.

No. of Coples rec'd
List ABCDE
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Chairman Reed Hundt and FCC Commissioners M‘

¢/0 Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street N.W.. Room 222
Washington, DC 20334

Dear Chairman Hundt and Commussioners:

RE: CS Docket No. 97-55, FCC 97-34

I am (we are) writing on behalf of the National PTA and the (local, council. dis-
trict, or state PTA) to voice my (cur) opposition to the v-chip rating system as presented by Jack
Valenti. Chair of the TV Rating Implementation Ciroup, on fanuary 17.1997. The rating symbeol on
the TV screen does not provide sutficient content information so that parents can make decisions
about what 1s appropriate TV programming for their children. Major surveys released this fall which
demonstrate overwhelming parent rreference for 3 rating system that gives parents information about
the content of programs were conducted by the National PTA, U. S. News and World Report, and Media
Studies Center/Roper. Parents do not want the TV industry to interpret what is best for their chil-
dren. Parents want to make those choices themselves based on content information about the program.

Any rating system without content descriptions on the screen and publicized in periodicals that carry
TV scheduling 15 useless.

The FCC, by law, is required to determine whether the industry’s racing system has met statutory
requirements of the Telecommunications Act ot 1996. [ (we) do not believe this system does so and
ask that the FCC not approve the industry rating system. [nstead, we request the following:

*+ That under no circumstances should the FCC approve the industry’s rating system. Further, the FCC
should accept no rating system that does not include content information about programs such asV
(tor violence), S (for sexual depiction and nudiry) and L (for language);

* That the FCC require a V-chip band broad enough that would allow parents to receive more than
—ome-rating-system, -

That the rating icon on the TV screen be made larger, more prominently placed on the screen, and
appear more frequendy during the course ot a program:

* That the rating board be independent of the industry and the FCC and that it include parents; and

* That any rating system approved by the FCC be evaluated by independent research to determine if
it meets the needs ot parents. ‘

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on an issue 50 important to children and families.

No. of Copies rec’'d
List ABCDE
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Family & Community Education R E
Joyce Smith Missouri Association For CE’ VE D
Vice President amily & Community Education

Rt.2 » Box 1700 » Niangua, MO 65713 !APR 2 1997

Tel/Fax: 417-473-6252

Volunteers in Community Service » Promoting Family Lile
Developing Leadership * Educational Organization

Federa) Communimﬂo
" issi
OfficeofSecrgy ™™ 2500

February 20, 1997 UOOKET F{LE wPY 0R|G|NN.

The Honorable Rachelle Chong
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW

Washinton. D.C. 20554

Commissioner Chong:

As a member of the National Association for Family &
Community Education, and its affiliated Missouri State
Association, we are writing to urge the Federal
Communications Commission to hold a public hearing as part
of its review of the television industry's ratings system.
In addition to the age-based ratings system we support a
content-based system, also.

We are grass-root organizations which have been actively
involved in family issues for the past 60 years. We are very
concerned that the family issue of the recently implemented
television ratings system does not address the needs of
parents.

The questions generated by the current age-based TV ratings
system deserve a public hearing. We urge you to hold such a
hearing soon on this issue which is so important to families
in American today.

Sincerely,
i

Joyce Smith

MO FCE Vice-President/Public Policy Chairman
Route 2 Box 1700

Niangua MO 65713

No. of Ceoies rec’d
List ARGGE
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February 3. 1997

Commissioner Rachelle Chonag RECE’VED

Federal Communications Commission

1919 M Street NW AR 2 1997
Washington., D.C. 20554 Wﬁh 'YWM

““‘ﬂthﬂsComm,sm,,
Dear Commissioner Chonag. Wary

I am writing to request that a pubilic hearina be held regarding
the television rating svstem.

Yours truly,

. Wood County Association for
{ P > Family & Community Education
™ Bettie Lucas
President
West Virginia FCE

423 New England Ridge
Washington, WV 26181

Phone & FAX: 304-863-8734
"The Future Is What We Make It"

No. of Cg ies rec’ /
List ABCDE -
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fCC
National Association For
Family & Community Education

| RECEIVED
February, 1997 APR 2 1997,

Fedural Communications Commissi
- mmission
The Honorable m&w Oficsof Scratary

Federal Communications Commission 3/ Mg
1919 M Street, NW UGCKET FILE COPY ORjaa

Washington, D.C. 20554

,
Commissioner UW/
J

We are writing to urge the Federal Communications Commission to hold

a public hearing as part of its review of the television industry's ratings
system.

The National Association For Family and Community Education and its
affiliate, __LANL YN State Association, are grass-roots
organizations which have been actively involved in family issues for the
past 60 years. We are very concerned that the family issue of the

recently implemented ratings system does not address the needs of
parents.

The questions generated by the current age-based television ratings
system deserve a public hearing. We urge you to hold such a hearing
soon on this issue which is so important to families in America today.

Sincerely,

Gluan d, v vy @Wu‘/%

@N«mﬂ: O 8LP04— 392%

No. of Copies rec'd /
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The Honorable Rachelle Chong
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW

Washington, DC 20554

Commissioner Chong:

I am writing to urge the Federal Communications Commission to hold a public hearing as part of
its review of the television industry’s ratings system.

The National Association for Family & Community Education and its affiliate, FCE-Illinois State
Association, as well as the Lee County Homemakers Education Association are grass-roots
organizations which have been actively involved in family issues for the past 60 plus years. We

are very concerned that the family issue of the recently implemented television ratings system
does not address the needs of parents.

The questions generated by the current age-based telvision ratings system deserve a public

hearing. We urge you to hold such a hearing soon on this issue which is so important to families
in America today.

Sincerely,

’Zf! ) !ﬁ! )

No. of Cepies rec’'d /
List ABCDE
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The Honorable Rachelle Chong
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M. Street, NW

Washington, DC 20554

Commissioner Chong:

We are writing to urge the Federal Communications Commission to hold a public hearing
as part of its review of the television industry's ratings system.

The National Association for Family & Community Education and its affiliate, Texas
Association for Family & Community Education, are grass roots organizations which
have been actively involved in family issues for the past 60 years. We are very
concerned that the family issue of the recently implemented television ratings system
does not address the needs of parents.

The questions generated by the current age-based television ratings system deserve a
public hearing. We urge you to hold such a hearing soon on this issue which is so
important to families in America today.

Sincerely,

QW&SL,,(M -W N

Carrol Davig
TAFCE President

No. of Cepiss rec'd /
List ACOE
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Oklahoma Association For

Family & Community Education R E C E | VE D

APR 2 1997
The Honorable Rachelle Chong Fed
Federal Communications Commi ¢1al Communicationg

1919 M Stroet, NW " DG0HET FLE COPY ORIGIAL G s
Washington, DC 20554

February 9, 1997

Commissioner Chong;

We are writing to urge the Federal Communications Commission to hold a

public hearing as part of its review of the television industry's rating
system.

The National Association for Family & Community Education and its
affiliate, Oklahoma State Association, are grass-roots organizations which
have been actively involved in family issues for the past 60 years. We are
very concermned that the family issue of the recently implemented television
ratings system does not address the needs of parents.

The questions generated by the current age-based television ratings
system deserve a public hearing. We urge you to hold such a hearing soon
on this issue which is so important to families in America today.

Sincerely;

oo Kende L —

Sue Rendel, State President

Oklahoma Association for Family & Community Education
§9201 E. 70 Rd.

Miami, Oklahoma 74354-9405
Phone 918-542-2092 Fax 918-542-5838

No. of Copie: ! /
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February, 1997

The Honorable /M% ﬂ

Federal Communications Coimissioné7/
1919 M Street, NW

Washington, DC 20554

Commissioner

We are writing to (frge the Federal Communications Commission

to hold a public hearing as part of its review of the television
industry's ratings system.

The National Association, for Family & Community Education and
its affiliate, %Z““”g L State Association,
are grass—-roots organizations which have been actively involved

in family issues for the past 60 years. We are very concerned

that the family issue of the recently implemented television
ratings system does not address the needs of parents,
The questions generated- by the current age-based television

ratings system deserve a public hearing.  We urge you to hold

such a hearing soon on this issue which is 8o important to
families in America today.

Sincerely,

W twren. b, Fabter
/@szw /@%c%%

4/ £

/%/ﬂ’}w L.

7\4 7Wd A
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February 21, 1997 mn”wamgg?mmm%m
The Honorable Rachelle Chong UUCKETF{EC Nnn

Federal Communications Commissgion ' OPY OH!GINAL

1919 M Street, NW

Washington, DC 20554

Dear Commissioner Chong:

I am writing to address the issue of the television ratings
system as proposed by the television industry recently. I firmly
believe that, while great strides have been made in giving
parents tools to better monitor their children's television
viewing, more work is needed. Because of this, I urge the
Federal Communications Commission to hold a public hearing as
part of its review of the ratings system.

As a member of the Michigan Association for Family and Community
Education, and its affiliate, the National Association for Family
and Community Education, I have been very interested in the
progress made toward improved television for our children. I
believe that television could be a wonderful educational tool for
children to learn about other cultures and the world, but that
too much emphasis has been placed on the entertainment and
commercial aspects of television.

Because the focus of television has been primarily on
entertainment, it has become necessary for parents to closely
monitor their children's viewing so that programs that contain
objectionable content are not welcomed into their home. The
strides that have been made (the V-chip, and the 3 hour rule)
have helped, and a ratings system based on content would give
parents one more tool to assgist them in their struggle to bring
up healthy children in the 'S0s and beyond. While the age based
system beging to address the problem, it does not go far enough
toward fully informing parents of the program content, and it
leaves parents relying on the television industry to decide what
age should be allowed to watch certain programs.

Please consider a public hearing on this important issue before a
final decisgsion is made. I believe it 1is necessary to hear from a

wide variety of people to give parents the best system available
for their needs.

Sincerely, ,

’ List ABCDE
Denise K. Hubbard BCDE
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National Association For
Family & Community Education

The Honorable Rachelle Chong Officg af% % Commss;
Federal Communications Commission DOCKET FiLE COPY ORIGINAL Becraay, " %%i0n

1919 M Street, NW
Washington, D.C. 20554

Commissioner Chong:

2

We are writing to urge the Federal Communications Commission to hold a public hearing as part
of its review of the television industry's ratings system.

The National Association for Family and Community Education and its affiliate _I1linois
State Association, are grass-roots organizations which have been actively involved in family
issues for the past 60 years. We are very concerned that the family issue of the recently
implemented television ratings system does not address the needs of parents.

The questions generated by the current age-based television ratings system deserve a public

hearing. We urge you to hold such a hearing soon on this issue which is so important to families
in America today.

Sincerely, ;jd/é

? % ‘4,,"7 | Y - A
77(6‘(‘3’1 (//é/
Mary Ellen Keegan, President
FCE-Illinois

No. of Copies rec'd l
List ABCDE

NAFCE Headquarters ¢ P.O.Box 835 » 1973 Burlington Pike o Burlington, KY 410050835 « Tel: 606-586-8333 o Fax: 606-586-8348
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Florida Association For
Family & Community Education
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The Honorable Rachelle Chong

Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street
Washington, DC 20554

JOCKET FILE COPY ORIGINAL

Commissioner Chong

We are writing to urge the Federal Communications Commission to hold a public hearing as part
of its review of the television industry's ratings system.

The National Association for Family and Community Education and its affiliate, Florida
association for Family and Community Education, are grass-roots organizations which have been
actively involved in family issues for the past 60 years. THE ORGANIZATIONS CONSIST OF
MOTHERS AND GRANDMOTHERS. We are very concerned that the family issue of the
recently implemented television ratings system does not address the needs of parents.

The questions generated by the current age-based television ratings system deserve a public

hearing. We urge you to hold such a hearing soon on this issue which is so important to families
in America today.

Glona Jasins ¥M‘¢ﬁ

Phone/Fax 813/920-5703

Smcerely

e of Copies rec'd l
List ABCDE




‘ Sq758
fce )

South Dakota Association For
Family & Community Education
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February 21, 1997

The Honorable Rachelle Chong
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW

Washington, DC 20554

Commissioner Chong,

| am writing to urge the Federal Communications Commission to hold a public
hearing as part of its review of the television industry’s rating system.

The National Association for Family and Community Education and its affiliate
South Dakota State Association, are grass-roots organizations which have been
actively involved in family issues for the past 60 years. We are very concerned that

the family issue of the recently implemented television rating system does not address
the needs of parents.

The questions generated by the current age-based television rating system
deserve a public hearing. We urge you to hold such a hearing soon on this issue
which is so important to families in America today.

Sincerely,

e Lok )

Margaret Suhr
SDAFCE State President

No. of Cepies rec:
List ABCDE .
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The Honorable Rachelle Chong
Federal Communications Commission
Washington, D.C. 20554

February 20, 1997

Commissign

Commissioner Chong:

We are writing to urge the Federal Communications Commission

to hold a public hearing as part of its review of the television
industry's rating system.

The National Association for Family & Community Education and
its affiliate, Missouri State Association, are grass roots organi-
zations which have been actively involved in family issues for
60 years. We are very concerned that the family issue of the

recently implemented television ratings system does not address
the needs of parents.

The questions generated by the current age-based TV ratings
system deserve a public hearing. We urge you to hold such a

hearing soon on this issue which is so important to families
in Americe today.

I am an FCE member and I have just collected over 100 signa-
tures from people who have pledged to "Tune Out Violence on

TV? on April 5th. Most have commented that they don't watch
TV anymore because of the smutty programming. Some have listed
Cartoons as the most violent. One Christian mother of four
told me today that they have removed the TV from their home
completely because they got tired of switching channels. Have
you watched Cartoons lately? No wonder our young people are
going bad. This certainly does influence our children's be-

havior. Please consider seriously what is being offered for
our children to view.

. T e, —_——
Slncerely,

fee

Missouri Association For
Bette Jo Tharp Family & Community Education

A Concerned Grandmother

Bette Jo Th
Northwest District aDl;l:ector

2211 Woodruff » * Bethany, MO 64424
Tel: 816-425-3693 » FAX: 816-425-6657
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FCC MM“ ROCKB COX NECK ROAD EAST
- CHESTER. MARYLAND 216K

Acting Secretary B
Federal Communications Commission SRR Sy E D
Room 222 '

T aTaliies Sk St I AN AT \\

1919 M Street, NW. DUL i L TR
Washington, D.C. 20554

FCc o
2‘,» s
Dear Mr. Caton: - "'{OOM

1 join the National Black Child Development Institute in urging the Federal Communications
Commission 1o rule the TV Parental Guidelines unacceptable. The proposal by the National
Association of Broadcasters, the National Cable Television Association, and the Motion Picture
Association of America does not protect the parental choice and empowerment guarantees
provided by the Telecommunications Act of 1996.

The legislation states that parents should be provided with “timely information about the nature of
upcoming video programming” in order to be empowered to choose appropriate programming for

their children. The Parental Guidelines do not comply fully with the spirit or the letter of that
provjsion.

Specifically, I have six examples that validate my concern: (1) The system does not rate program
content adequately. Parents need to know the degree of a program’s sexual, violence, and
language content to make informed decisions about what their children watch. (2) The rating icon
appears too briefly (15 seconds) before the start of a program. Parents easily can miss it. (3) Tele-
vision listings are not obligated to publish the rating system. As a result, parents will not have a
reliable source of advance ratings information. (4) Commercials advertising television programs
which are unadvisable for children can be aired during programs which are suitable for children.
That oversight potentially exposes children to harmful programming. (5) Local stations can opt
to change or not to feature a rating, which also infringes on a parent’s right to have reliable and
timely ratings information and (6) the Oversight Monitoring Board established to review the
guidelines on a regular basis consists exclusively of representatives with vested inierests (ihe
broadcast, cable and creative sectors). Child and parent advocates are not represented.

As a parent, grandparent and child advocate, I care about the rating system and hope that the
FCC will take my concerns under advisement.

Sincerely,

Donna Penn Towns

No.of Copiesrecd ___—~
List ABCDE
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March 20, 1997
RE »
c/o Federal Communications Commi e
1919 M. Street N.W., Room 222 APR  2:1997,
Washington, DC 20554 |
Federal Communications Commission
Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners: Office of S

RE: CS DOCKET NO. 97-85, FCC 97-34 #

| am writing on behalf of the National PTA and the Russell Elementary PTA, Brownsville, TX, to
voice my opposition to the v-chip rating system as presented by Jack Valenti, Chair of the TV
Rating implementation Group, on January 17, 1997. The rating symbol on the TV Screen does
not provide sufficient content information so that parents can make decisions about what is
appropriate TV programming for their children. Major surveys released this fall which
demonstrate overwhelming parent preference for a rating system that gives parents information
about the content of programs were conducted by the National PTA, US News and World Report,
and Media Studies Center/Roper. Parents do not want the TV industry to interpret what is best
for their children. Parents want to make those choices themselves based on Content information
about the program. Any rating system without content descriptions on the screen and publicized
in periodicals that carry TV scheduling is useless.

The FCC, by law, is required to determine whether the industry's rating system has met statutory

requirements of the Telecommunications Act of 1996. | do not believe this system does so and

ask that the FCC not approve the industry rating system. Instead we request the following:

* That under no circumstances should the FCC approve the industry’s rating system. Further,
the FCC should accept no rating system that does not include content information about
programs such as V (for violence), S (for sexual depiction and nudity) and L (for Language);

* That the FCC require a V-chip band broad enough that would allow parents to receive more
than one rating system;

* That the rating icon on the TV screen be made larger, more prominently placed on the screen,
and appear more frequently during the course of a program;

* That the rating board be independent of the industry and the FCC and that it include parents;
and

* That any rating system approved by the FCC be evaluated by independent research to
determine if it meets the needs of parents.

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on an issue so important to children and families.

Sincerely,

0 LaMesid, No. of Capies rec'd __Q____
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B e i o
Washington, DC 20554
Fe
Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners: o C‘gg{'g:’;gﬁons Commisgioy

RE: CS DOCKET NO. 97-88, FCC 97-34

| am writing on behalf of the National PTA and the Russell Elementary PTA, Brownsville, TX, to
voice my opposition to the v-chip rating system as presented by Jack Valenti, Chair of the TV
Rating Implementation Group, on January 17, 1987. The rating symboi on the TV Screen does
not provide sufficient content information so that parents can make decisions about what is
appropriate TV programming for their children. Major surveys released this fall which
demonstrate overwhelming parent preference for a rating system that gives parents information
about the content of programs were conducted by the National PTA, US News and Worid Report,
and Media Studies Center/Roper. Parents do not want the TV industry to interpret what is best
for their children. Parents want to make those choices themselves based on Content information
about the program. Any rating system without content descriptions on the screen and publicized
in periodicals that carry TV scheduling is useless.

The FCC, by law, is required to determine whether the industry’s rating system has met statutory

requirements of the Telecommunications Act of 1996. | do not believe this system does so and

ask that the FCC not approve the industry rating system. Instead we request the following:

* That under no circumstances should the FCC approve the industry’s rating system. Further,
the FCC should accept no rating system that does not include content information about
programs such as V (for violence), S (for sexual depiction and nudity) and L (for Language);

* That the FCC require a V-chip band broad enough that would allow parents to receive more
than one rating system;

* That the rating icon on the TV screen be made larger, more prominently placed on the screen,
and appear more frequently during the course of a program;

* That the rating board be independent of the industry and the FCC and that it include parents;
and

* That any rating system approved by the FCC be evaluated by independent research to
determine if it meets the needs of parents.

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on an issue so important to children and families.

Sincerely,

WWM»
g Dale 2.

Brovwomoetdle  dwoae 18520
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Chairman Reed Hundt and FCC Commissioners RECEIVED
c/o Federal Communications Commission ,

1919 M. Street N.W., Room 222 ’APR 7 2 '997
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners: mwﬂ Commission

RE: CS DOCKET NO. 97-85, FCC 97-34 o

| am writing on behalf of the National PTA and the Russell Elementary PTA, Brownsville, TX, to
voice my opposition to the v-chip rating system as presented by Jack Valenti, Chair of the TV
Rating implementation Group, on January 17, 1997. The rating symbol on the TV Screen does
not provide sufficient content information so that parents can make decisions about what is
appropriate TV programming for their children. Major surveys released this fall which
demonstrate overwhelming parent preference for a rating system that gives parents information
about the content of programs were conducted by the National PTA, US News and World Report,
and Media Studies Center/Roper. Parents do not want the TV industry to interpret what is best
for their children. Parents want to make those choices themselves based on Content information
about the program. Any rating system without content descriptions on the screen and publicized
in periodicals that cary TV scheduling is useless.

The FCC, by law, is required to determine whether the industry’s rating system has met statutory

requirements of the Telecommunications Act of 1996. | do not believe this system does so and

ask that the FCC not approve the industry rating system. Instead we request the following:

* That under no circumstances should the FCC approve the industry’s rating system. Further,
the FCC should accept no rating system that does not include content information about
programs such as V (for violence), S (for sexual depiction and nudity) and L (for Language);

* That the FCC require a V-chip band broad enough that would allow parents to receive more
than one rating system;

* That the rating icon on the TV screen be made larger, more prominently placed on the screen,
and appear more frequently during the course of a program;

* That the rating board be independent of the industry and the FCC and that it include parents;
and

* That any rating system approved by the FCC be evaluated by independent research to
determine if it meets the needs of parents.

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on an issue so important to children and families.

Sincerely,
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March 20, 1997

v i (OPYOREH RECEIVED

Chairman Reed Hundt and FCC Commissioners

¢/o Federal Communications Commission

1919 M. Street N.W., Room 222 'APR 2 1997
Washington, DC 20554

Federal Communications Commission
Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners: Office of Secretary

RE: CS DOCKET NO. 97-85, FCC 97-34

| am writing on behalf of the National PTA and the Russeil Elementary PTA, Brownsville, TX, to
voice my opposition to the v-chip rating system as presented by Jack Valenti, Chair of the TV
Rating Implementation Group, on January 17, 1897. The rating symbol on the TV Screen does
not provide sufficient content information so that parents can make decisions about what is
appropriate TV programming for their children. Major surveys released this fall which
demonstrate overwhelming parent preference for a rating system that gives parents information
about the content of programs were conducted by the National PTA, US News and Worid Report,
and Media Studies Center/Roper. Parents do not want the TV industry to interpret what is best
for their children. Parents want to make those choices themselves based on Content information
about the program. Any rating system without content descriptions on the screen and publicized
in periodicals that carry TV scheduling is useless.

The FCC, by law, is required to determine whether the industry’s rating system has met statutory

requirements of the Telecommunications Act of 1996. | do not believe this system does so and

ask that the FCC not approve the industry rating system. Instead we request the following:

* That under no circumstances should the FCC approve the industry’s rating system. Further,
the FCC should accept no rating system that does not include content information about
programs such as V (for violence), S (for sexual depiction and nudity) and L (for Language);

* That the FCC require a V-chip band broad enough that would allow parents to receive more
than one rating system;

* That the rating icon on the TV screen be made larger, more prominently placed on the screen,
and appear more frequently during the course of a program;

* That the rating board be independent of the industry and the FCC and that it include parents;
and

* That any rating system approved by the FCC be evaluated by independent research to
determine if it meets the needs of parents.

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on an issue so important to children and families.

Sincerely,
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No. of Capies rec'd
List ARCDE '




March 20, 1997

RECEIVED
Chairman Reed Hundt and FCC Commissioners | ‘
c/o Federal Communications Commission APR 2 1997
1919 M. Street N.W., Room 222 . .
Washington, DC 20554 - Federal C‘E,",}}’;;";'{';“mmmmﬂ
Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners: | ELODY QWG\NA\_

APMYET T
& 1 ¥y
RE: CS DOCKET NO. 97-85, FCC 97W

| am writing on behalf of the National PTA and the Russell Elementary PTA, Brownsville, TX, to
voice my opposition to the v-chip rating system as presented by Jack Valenti, Chair of the TV
Rating Impiementation Group, on January 17, 1987. The rating symbol on the TV Screen does
not provide sufficient content information so that parents can make decisions about what is
appropriate TV programming for their children. Major surveys released this fall which
demonstrate overwheiming parent preference for a rating system that gives parents information
about the content of programs were conducted by the National PTA, US News and Workd Report,
and Media Studies Center/Roper. Parents do not want the TV industry to interpret what is best
for their children. Parents want to make those choices themselves based on Content information
about the program. Any rating system without content descriptions on the screen and publicized
in periodicals that carry TV scheduling is useless.

The FCC, by law, is required to determine whether the industry’s rating system has met statutory

requirements of the Telecommunications Act of 1986. | do not believe this system does so and

ask that the FCC not approve the industry rating system. instead we request the following:

* That under no circumstances should the FCC approve the industry’s rating system. Further,
the FCC should accept no rating system that does not include content information about
programs such as V (for violence), S (for sexual depiction and nudity) and L (for Language);

* That the FCC require a V-chip band broad enough that would allow parents to receive more
than one rating system;

* That the rating icon on the TV screen be made larger, more prominently placed on the screen,
and appear more frequently during the course of a program;

* That the rating board be independent of the industry and the FCC and that it include parents;
and

* That any rating system approved by the FCC be evaluated by independent research to
determine if it meets the needs of parents.

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on an issue so important to children and families.

Sincerely,
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March 20, 1997

RECEIVED
Chaiman Reed Hundt and FCC Commissioners
clo Federal Communications Commission 'APR 12 1997

1919 M, SretNW. Room222  [QCKET FILE COPY ORGINAL

Washington, DC 20554 Federal Communioations Commission
Office of Secretary
Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners:

RE: CS DOCKET NO. 97-88, FCC 97-34

| am writing on behalf of the National PTA and the Russell Elementary PTA, Brownsville, TX, to
voice my opposition to the v-chip rating system as presented by Jack Valenti, Chair of the TV
Rating Implementation Group, on Januaty 17, 1887. The rating symbol on the TV Screen does
not provide sufficient content information s0 that parents can make decisions about what is
appropriate TV programming for their children. Major surveys released this fall which
demonstrate overwhelming parent preference for a rating system that gives parents information
about the content of programs were conducted by the National PTA, US News and Workd Report,
and Media Studies Center/Roper. Parents do not want the TV industry to interpret what is best
for their children. Parents want to make those choices themselves based on Content information
about the program. Any rating system without content descriptions on the screen and publicized
in periodicals that carry TV scheduling is useless.

The FCC, by law, is required to determine whether the industry’s rating system has met statutory

requirements of the Telecommunications Act of 1986. | do not believe this system does so and

ask that the FCC not approve the industry rating system. Instead we request the following:

* That under no circumstances should the FCC approve the industry’s rating system. Further,
the FCC should accept no rating system that does not include content information about
programs such as V (for violence), S (for sexual depiction and nudity) and L (for Language);

* That the FCC require a V-chip band broad enough that would allow parents to receive more
than one rating system;

* That the rating icon on the TV screen be made larger, more prominently placed on the screen,
and appear more frequently during the course of a program;

* That the rating board be independent of the industry and the FCC and that it include parents;
and

* That any rating system approved by the FCC be evaluated by independent research to
determine if it meets the needs of parents.

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on an issue so important to children and families.
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March 20, 1997

c/o Federal Communications Commission

1919 M. Street N.W., Room 222 AT Tl = AATY 21997,
Washington, DC 20554 ' JOCKET Filz COPY ORGHMR € 1997

. Fedaraj Communications Commission
Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners: Office of Secretary

RE: C8 DOCKET NO. 97-85, FCC 97-34

| am writing on behalf of the National PTA and the Russell Elementary PTA, Brownaville, TX, to
voice my opposition to the v-chip rating system as presented by Jack Valenti, Chair of the TV
Rating Implementation Group, on January 17, 1997. The rating symbol on the TV Screen does
not provide sufficient content information so that parents can make decisions about what is
appropriate TV programming for their children. Major surveys released this fall which
demonstrate overwhelming parent preference for a rating system that gives parents information
about the content of programs were conducted by the National PTA, US News and World Report,
and Media Studies Center/Roper. Parents do not want the TV industry to interpret what is best
for their children. Parents want to make those choices themseives based on Content information
about the program. Any rating system without content descriptions on the screen and publicized
in periodicals that carry TV scheduling is useless.

The FCC, by law, is required to determine whether the industry’s rating system has met statutory

requirements of the Telecommunications Act of 1996. | do not believe this system does so and

ask that the FCC not approve the industry rating system. Instead we request the following:

* That under no circumstances should the FCC approve the industry’s rating system. Further,
the FCC should accept no rating system that does not include content information about
programs such as V (for violence), S (for sexual depiction and nudity) and L (for Language);

* That the FCC require a V-chip band broad enough that would allow parents to receive more
than one rating system;

* That the rating icon on the TV screen be made larger, more prominently placed on the screen,
and appear more frequently during the course of a program;

* That the rating board be independent of the industry and the FCC and that it include parents;
and

* That any rating system approved by the FCC be evaluated by independent research to
determine if it meets the needs of parents.

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on an issue so important to children and families.
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